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rider* the face of Italy in general, one would think that na-
ture had laid it out into such a variety of states and govern-
ments as one finds in it."

There is a celebrated female writer who has frequently
used this obsolete pronoun one; and probably with this in-
genious lady the phrase will die, and she be the last found
making use of it. In the very entertaining volumes of her
travels, she says, " The contradictions one meets with every
moment at Paris must strike even a cursory observer: a
countess in the morning, her hair dressed, with diamonds too,
perhaps, a dirty black handkerchief about her neck, and a
flat silver ring on her finger like our alewives. A.femmepub*
lique, dressed avowedly for the purpose of alluring the men,
with not a very small crucifix hanging at her bosom." In
another place," I will tell nothing I did not see; and among
the objects one would certainly avoid seeing if it were possi-
ble, is the deformity of the poor." Again, " one has heard of
a horse being exhibited for a show at Venice ; and yesterday
I watched the poor people paying a penny a-piece for the sight
of a stuffed one."

This pronoun one is borrowed by the English language
from the modern French; and a man, from the JRomaunt or
ancient language of Prance. The French say at this day, on
dit, one says; or, as it is now commonly rendered in English,
it is said. This modern French on is, however, no other than
the corruption of the Itomcvnz, horn diet (quasi, homo dicit),
a man says; and it was undoubtedly introduced into the Eng-
lish language by the Normans, and is yet prevailing in some
of the provincial dialects of this country.

GBEOOBIO LETI'S  PBOO-ENT.

GBEGOBIO Leti, mentioned in the Spectator, No. 632,
boasted that he had been the author of a book, and the
father of a child, for twenty years successively.

Swift counted the number of steps he made from London
to Chelsea; and it is said and demonstrated in the Parenta-
lia, that Bishop Wren walked round the earth while a pri-
eoner in the Tower of London.